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General Characteristics of Vibrio



Vibrio spp. (comma shape) 
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 Found in aquatic habitats.

 Genus Vibrio: Slightly curved rods.

 V. cholerae, V. parahaemolyticus, V. vulnificus are most significant 

human pathogens

 Broad temperature 18-37C

 Grow on variety of media including:

 MacConkey’s agar

 Selective/differential culture medium TCBS (Thiosulfate Citrate Bile salts 

Sucrose) agar

 V. cholerae grow without salt

 Most other vibrios are halophilic

Morphology & Physiology of Vibrio



 Similarities to Enterobacteriaceae

 Gram-negative

 Facultative anaerobes

 Fermentative bacilli 

 Differences from Enterobacteriaceae

 Polar flagella 

 Oxidase positive
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